
History of the English Language List 
 
I.  Phonology and Meter 

 Hogg, Richard: Chapter 3 in CHEL 1 (pp 67-122) 
 Lass, Roger: Chapter 2 in CHEL II, (pp  23-90) 
 Lester, G. A. The Language of Old and Middle English Poetry, Chapters 3, 6, 7, 8 
 [McCully & Anderson: English Historical Metrics (Selected papers)] 
 Minkova, D. Chapter 2 in Alliteration and Sound Change in Early English  
 Minkova, D. The Forms of Speech and The Forms of Verse in A Companion to Medieval English Literature 

and Culture, ed. by Peter Brown 
  
II. Dialects and Standardization  

 Toon, Thomas, Chapter 6 in CHEL I 
 Hogg, Richard: Old English Dialectology in The Blackwell Handbook of the History of English 
 Margaret Laing and Roger Lass: Early Middle English Dialectology in The Blackwell Handbook of the History 

of English  
 Milroy, Jim: Chapter 3 in CHEL II 
 Nevalainen and Tieken-Boon van Ostade: "Standardization" (Chapter 5 in Baby CHEL)  
 Benskin, Michael "Chancery Standard" (2004)    

 
III. Vocabulary Composition and Vocabulary Growth  

 Baugh and Cable: A History of the English Language (Sections on Vocabulary in each period) 
 Kastovsky, Dieter: Chapter 5 in CHEL I, more specifically word-formation and Scandinavian Influence 
 Kastovsky, Dieter: Chapter 4 in Baby CHEL 
 Stockwell & Minkova: English Words: History and Structure, Chapters 1-3 

 
IV. Old and Middle English Texts 

 Beowulf, 1390-1491 
 Ælfric, Lives of Saints: Edmund, 25-109 
 Orm, Ormulum, 107-84 
 Ancrene Wisse III.109-74 
 Wynnere and Wastoure, 1-75 


