ASIAN AMERICAN LITERATURE:
Aesthetics, Politics, and Disciplinarity

What are the social, historical, and political foundations for the development of Asian American
Studies as an academic discipline? How are Asian Americanists re-negotiating these origins in
the context of the transnational "turn" and pressures to "globalize" research in academia in the
21st century? How might Asian Americanist research—the particular strategies scholars employ
to address the limitations of identity politics, the need to combat ongoing social injustice, and the
material consequences of globalization—provide the grounds for re-imagining American Studies
and Humanities education?
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