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Later 20th Century American Literature 

 

Prose 

1. (1945) Chester Himes, If He Hollers Let Him Go 

2. (1952) Ralph Ellison, The Invisible Man 

3. (1955) Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita 

4. (1956) James Baldwin, Giovanni’s Room 

5. (1966) Thomas Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49 

6. (1968) Philip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? 

7. (1972) Ishmael Reed, Mumbo Jumbo 

8. (1975) Gayl Jones, Corregidora 

9. (1976) Maxine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior 

10. (1979) Octavia Butler, Kindred 

11. (1983) Paule Marshall, Praisesong for the Widow 

12. (1985) Don DeLillo, White Noise 

13. (1985) Cormac McCarthy, Blood Meridian 

14. (1987) Toni Morrison, Beloved 

15. (1991) Sandra Cisneros, Woman Hollering Creek and Other Stories 

16. (1994) Edwidge Danticat, Breath, Eyes, Memory 

17. (1997) Karen Tei Yamashita, Tropic of Orange 

18. (1999) Colson Whitehead, The Intuitionist 

19. (2000) Philip Roth, The Human Stain 

20. (2006) Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony 

21. (2007) Junot Diaz, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 

 

Drama 

22. (1949) Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman 

23. (1956) Eugene O’Neill, Long Day’s Journey Into Night 

24. (1959) Lorraine Hansberry, A Raisin in the Sun 

25. (1975) Ntozake Shange, For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide… 

26. (1988) David Henry Hwang, M. Butterfly 

27. (2001) Suzan-Lori Parks, Topdog/Underdog 

 

Poetry 

28. (1956) Allen Ginsberg, Howl and Other Poems 

29. (1965) Sylvia Plath, Ariel 

30. (1978) Audre Lorde, The Black Unicorn 

 

Criticism 

31. (1985) Barbara Christian, Black Feminist Criticism 

32. (1988) Linda Hutcheon, A Poetics of Postmodernism 

33. (1989) Henry Louis Gates, The Signifying Monkey 

34. (1989) Edouard Glissant, Caribbean Discourse 

35. (1992) Frederic Jameson, Postmodernism, or The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism 

36. (1993) Paul Gilroy, Black Atlantic 

37. (1993) Toni Morisson, Playing in the Dark 

38. (2003) Madhu Dubey, Signs and Cities 

39. (2010) Yogita Goyal, Romance, Diaspora, and Black Atlantic Literature 

40. (2011) Kenneth Warren, What Was African American Literature? 


