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 In this list, I consider these thirty novels as loose responses to the ideologies of 

American neoconservatism, initially produced from a reaction against 1960s counter-

culture but did not come into primacy until the Reagan and Bush administrations. I am 

not interested in texts that espouse neoconservative ideals, but rather, texts that 

interrogate the narrow sense of postwar American identity that neoconservatism 

produces. I use the term neoconservatism to describe the set of social and governmental 

ideologies that in American domestic policy envisioned a society stratified between 

economic agents and welfare recipients, and in foreign policy sought to narrowly define 

America’s unilateral role as the postwar bastion of liberal democracy. Defined in this 

way, I see neoconservatism as a narrative of American exceptionalism that is enabled by 

but in turn helps reify ideologies that 

1. Imagine the nation as a body whose interventions occupy a proper historical time. 

This is not so much the Hegelian and later Marxist view of history as teleological, 

but rather, one conditioned upon a sense of America’s exceptional timeliness in 

its arrival at its precise moment of geopolitical intervention. Precipitated by 

America’s intervention in WWII and buoyed by the perceived “domino theory” 

successes in South America and Asia from the 50s to the 80s, this sense of 

timeliness is at best a form of hubris and at worst what Fabian called in a different 

context the “denial of the coeval.” Under such a view, the “end of history” 

(whether used to describe the ultimate threat of WWII or the Cold War) can be 

avoided by those who “arrive just on time,” while those who are “saved” are 

restricted to the bimodal historicity of pre / post-liberation.  

2. Biopolitically link a nation’s economic health with that of its population.  

3. Stratify society between workers and non-workers. The American post-industrial 

society’s boom in labor demand reified the social schism between those who 

worked and those who didn’t (or couldn’t). Under the neoconservative view, the 

welfare state thus increasingly became the wedge that drove itself between the 

growers and the takers.  

In my readings of the following texts, I hope to attend to details that hyperbolize the 

anxieties undergirding neoconservative ideologies. These include: 

1. The fear of arriving too late. The dystopian / utopian novels and historical fictions 

on my list play out this fear to its narrative conclusion. If post-1945 America saw 

itself as constantly arriving on time, then it was arriving in time to save time – 

which is to say, to stave off a history-ending event. In this case, the anxiety of not 

arriving in time is not just the fear of arriving too late chronologically, but 

moreover, the fear of arriving too late eschatologically. I am interested in how the 

temporality of the speculative becomes more charged with possibility when each 

present moment carries the threat of total annihilation. Under such a view of 

history, the narratives forming the hypothetical (the “what if’s”) and the 

conditional (the “could have been’s”) become powerful counterarguments against 

the insistent sense of timeliness that must, conversely, constantly disavow the 



possibility of being too late. To a lesser extent, I am interested in the narrativity of 

war trauma and the traumatic experience of being stuck in time.  

2. The fear that late capitalism has become sick. If the twentieth-century biopolitical 

state puts a stake on the health of its population in order to maintain a healthy 

labor force to maximize economic productivity, then the shifts in late capitalism 

to multi-national corporations and away from human labor rendered the former 

biopolitical model obsolete. What does a multinational, cybernetic biopolitics 

look like? While this is yet unclear, many of the texts on my list depict it, at least 

initially, as a form of sickness. This is unsurprising; if the primary biopolitical 

metaphor is one that ties population health to the invented concept of national 

health, then it follows that the shifts in modes of production appears as first sign 

of national malaise, and subsequently a form of sickness in its people.  

3. The fear of social contamination. If the neoconservative social vision was of an 

America split between workers and welfare recipients, then their greatest anxiety 

was of the blending together of these elements. In other words, the poor, the lazy, 

drug users, and minorities collectively represented an existential threat of 

contamination – the economic prosperity integral to America’s position in the 

world was under domestic threat of internal malaise, the culture of idleness that 

needed to be kept in check.  

Taken together, these three areas of focus will hopefully provide a framework by which I 

can examine both the nation and how it relates to the individual. While I tried to develop 

a line of inquiry that touched on as many of the books on my list as I could, there are 

some still some outliers.  
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