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Conceptualizing Nature 
1. Cicero, De Legibus (Book 2) (1st c. BCE) 
2. Lucretius, De natura Rerum (1st c. BCE) 
3. The Physiologus (2nd c. CE) 
4. Plotinus, Enneads (selections) (270) 
5. Isidore of Seville, Etymologiae--Books VIII, IX (section 7), X, XI, XII (animals) 

XIII ( C. 600-625) 
6. Bernardus Silvestrus, Cosmographia (1140s) 
7. Alan of Lille, De planctu naturae (1160s) 
8. Alan of Lille, Anticlaudianus (c. 1200) 
9. Heldris of Cornwall, Le Roman de Silence (1200-1250?) 
10. William of Auvergne, De Universo (1220s?) 
11. Roger Bacon, Opus Majus (1267) 
12. Albertus Magnus, Liber de Causis (13th cent) 
13. Trota of Salerno(ish), The Trotula (13th c. CE) 
14. Christine de Pizan, The Vision of Christine de Pizan (1405) (opening only) 

Sins Contra Natura 
15. Jerome, Against Jovinianus (392) 
16. John Chrysostom, Homilies on Paul's Epistle to the Romans (selections) (4th c. 

CE) 
17. Augustine of Hippo. Confessions (selections) (394) 
18. Augustine of Hippo. The City of God (selections) (5th c. CE) 
19. Peter Damien, Liber Gomorrhianus (1051) 
20.Thomas Aquinas, De operationibus occultis naturae (1269-1272) 
21. Thomas Aquinas, Summa theologiae (Part I and II) (1265-1274) 
22. Thomas Aquinas. Summa Contra Gentiles (selections, may be removed) (1259-

1265) 

Magic, Natural and Demonic 
23. Proclus, De Sacrificio et Magia (5th c. CE) 
24. Pseudo-Aristotle, Secretum Secretorum (10th century Arabic work; translated 

into Latin and entered LCW in 12th century) 
25. The Picatrix (nth c. CE) 
26. Liber Juratus Honorii/fhe Sworn Book of Honorius (13th/14th cent) 
27. Richard Kieckhefer, Forbidden Rites (an edited 15th century magical miscellany) 
28. Heinrich Kramer, Malleus Maleficarum (1487) 
29. Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa, Three Books of Occult Philosophy (1533) selections 
30. Giambattista della Porta, Magiae naturalis (1558) 
31. De magia Giordano Bruno (1590) 



Secondary Texts: 
1. Engaging with Nature: Essays on the Natural World in Medieval and Early 

Modern Europe Ed. Barbara A. Hanawalt and Lisa J. Kiser (selections) 
2. Nothing Natural Is Shameful: Sodomy and Science in Late Medieval Europe 

(Joan Cadden) 
3. Strange Natures: Futurity, Empathy, and the Queer Ecological Imagination 

(Nicole Seymour) 
4. Queer Ecologies: Sex, Nature, Politics, Desire (Ed. by Catriona Mortimer­

Sandilands and Bruce Erickson) 
5. Daston, Lorraine, and Katharine Park. Wonders and the Order of Nature, 1150-

1750. 
6. Ziolkowski, Jan, Alan of Lille's Grammar of Sex: The Meaning of Grammar to a 

Twelfth-Century Intellectual 
7. Eamon, William. Science and the Secrets of Nature: Books of Secrets in Medieval 

and Early Modern Culture. 
8. Ecomaterialism. Ed. Jeffrey Jerome Cohen and Lowell Duckert. Postmedieval 

Vol. 4, Issue 1, Spring 2013. (selections) 
9. The Moral Authority of Nature (selections) (Ed. Lorraine Daston and Fernando 

Vidal) 
10. James A Brundage, Law, Sex, and Christian Society in Medieval Europe 

selections (chapter on sex, society, and social thought, sex, marriage and the legal 
commentators/marriage and sex in canon law /sexual offenses) 

11. Michel Foucault, History of Sexuality (selections) focus on vol 1 
12. Georges Canguilhem, The Normal and the Pathological 
13. George D. Economou, The Goddess Natura in Medieval Literature 
14. Larry Scanlon-"Unspeakable Pleasures: Alain de Lille, Sexual Regulation and 

the Priesthood of Genius" 
15. Richard Kieckhefer, Magic in the Middle Ages 
16. Van der Lugt, M. ""Abominable Mixtures": The Liber vaccae in the Medieval 

West, or The Dangers and Attractions of Natural Magic." Traditio, vol. 64 no. 1, 
2009, pp. 229-277. 

17. Keywords for Radicals: "Nature;" John Bellamy Foster 
18. Raymond Williams keywords nature 
19. Michel Serres, The Natural Contract 
20.Bruno Latour, Politics of Nature 


