EARLY AMERICAN READING LIST

Aupamut, Hendrick (1757-1830) "A Short Narration of My Last Journey to the Western
Country" (1827) -
Adams, John and Abigail Adams (1735-1826, 1744-1818). Selections from The
Letters of Abigail and John
Ashbrldge, Elizabeth (1713-1755). Some Account of the Early Part of the Life (1807)
Barlow, Joel (1754 1812). "The Hasty Pudding" (1793), Advice to a Raven in Russia"
(1812)
Bleecker, Ann Elea (1752-1783). The History of Maria Kittle (1793)
Brackenridge, Hugh Henry (1748-1816). Modern Chivalry
Bradford, William. Of Plymouth Plantation (1630-1650)
Bradstreet, Anne (1612-1672). The Tenth Muse (1650) and The Works of Anne
Bradstreet (ed. Jeannine Hensley, 1967).
"Epistle to the Reader. by John Woodbridge"
Introductory verses by Nathaniel Ward, John Rogers, and John Woodbridge
"The Prologue," "In Honour of Du Bartas," "In Honour of Queen Elizabeth,"
"Contemplations,""The Flesh and the Spirit," "The Author to her Book,"
"Before the Birth of One of Her Children," “To My Dear and Loving Husband,” "A
Letter to Her Husband Absent upon Public Employment," "In Reference to her
Children," "In Memory of her grandchild Anne Bradstreet," “In Memory of her
grandchild Elizabeth Bradstreet,” “On my dear Grand-child Simon Bradstreet,” "To
My Dear Children," "My Dear Children," "Upon the Burning of Our House," "As
Weary Pilgrim"
Brown, Charles Brockden (1771-1810). Wieland (1798)
Cabeza de Vaca, Alvar Nufiez (1490 — c.1557) Relation of Alvar Nunez Cabeza de
Vaca (1536-1540)
Cotton,.Jo yhn (1584-1652). Mr. Cotton's Rejoynder (in Hall, ed. The Antinomian Crisis)
Danforth, 'Samuel (1626-1674) "New-England's Errand into the Wilderness" (1670)
Edwards, Johathan (1703-1758). "God Glorified in Man's Dependence" (1731),
"Divine and Supernatural Light” (1734), 4 Faithful Narrative of the Surprising
Conversions" (1737), "Personal Narrative" (c. 1739), "Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God" (1741), The Nature of True Virtue (1754)
Equiano, Olaudah (1745-1797) Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano
Foster, Hannah (1758-1840) The Coquette (1797)
Franklin, Benjamin (1706-1790) Autobiography (1791)
Freneau, Philip (1752-1832).
"The Power of Fancy"
"A Political Litany" (HA)
"To Sir Toby" (HA)
"The Hurricane"
"The Wild Honey Suckle"
"To an Author"
"On the Universality and Other Attributes of the God of Nature"
"On Observing a Large Red-streak Apple" (HA)



"The Indian Burying Ground"

"The Indian Student"

"On the Causes of Political Degeneracy" (HA)

"On Mr. Paine's Rights of Man"

"The Rising Glory of America" (with Brackenridge)
"The Deserted Farmhouse"

"To a Caty-Did"

"The House of Night"

 "The Vanity of Existence"

Hall; Prince (1735-1807) “The Petition of a great number of Negroes” (1788), "A

Charge Delivered to the African Lodge" (1797)

Hammon, Briton Narrative of the Uncommon Sufferings and Surprizing Deliverance of

Briton Hammon (1760)

Hammon, Jupiter (1711-1806) "An Evening Thought: Salvation by Christ, with

Penetential Cries" (1761), An Address to Miss Phillis Wheatly [sic], Ethiopian

Poetess"(1778)

Hooker, Thomas. The Application of Redemption (selections in Perry Miller, The
Puritans, Vol. 1)

Jefferson, Thomas (1743-1826). Declaration of Independence (1776), Notes on the

 State of Virginia (1785)

Mather, Cotton (1663-1728). from The Wonders of the Invisible World (1693): “Martha

Carrier,” “George Burroughs,” Bonifacius (selection from Miller, The American

Puritans, from Magnalia Christi Americana (1702):

Part II: ~ Govermnors (Bradford; Winthrop; Phips)
Part V:  Synods (first three parts)

Part VI: Remarkable Providences

Part VII: Wars of the Lord

Morton, Thomas (1579-1647) New English Canaan (1635)

Muirray, Judith Sargent (1751-1820). "Desultory Thoughts" (1784), "On the Equality
of the Sexes" (1790), "Observations on Female Abilities” (1792), "Sketch of the
Present Situation of America, 1794," (1794), The Traveller Returned (1796)

Native American Oral Literatures. Selections of narrative and poetry from The Heath
Anthology of American Literature and The Norton Anthology of American Literature

Occom, Samson (1723-1792). A Short Narrative of My Life (1768), A Sermon Preached

by Occom (1772)

Paine, Thomas (1737-1809). "Common Sense" (1776), "The Crisis" (Number I) (1776),

_ The Age of Reason (Part I) (1794)

Rowlandson, Mary ‘White (1636-1711). Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration
(1682)

Rowson, Susanna (1762-1824). Charlotte Temple (1791)

Sewall, Samuel (1652-1730). from the Diary (1673-1728): selection from Miller, The

American Puritans, "The Selling of Joseph" (1700)

Shepard Thomas. Autobiography (1640)

Shepard Jr Th_o 12§ (1_‘635 1677) "Eye Salve" (1672)




Stockton, Annis Boudinot (1736-1801) “By a Lady in America to Her Husband in
England,” “On hearing that General Warren was killed on Bunker-Hill, on the 17% of
June 1775,” “On the Death of General Montogomery,” “On hearing of the news of
the capture of Lord Cornwallis and the British Army, by Gen. Washington,” “Lucinda
and Aminta, a pastoral, on the capture of Lord Cornwallis and the british army, by
General Washington,” “To General Washington [Aug. 26, 1783),” “To General
Washington, An Epistle,” “Peace, A Pastoral Dialogue,” “April the 19, 1786,”
“Addressed to General Washington, in the year 1777, after the battles of Trenton and
Princeton,” “To the President of the United States,” “Lines on Hearing of the Death
of Doctor Franklin,” “To Miss Mary Stockton, an epistle upon some of the gentleman
refusing...”
Taylor, Edward (1642-1729). Selections from The Poems of Edward Taylor (ed.
Stanford 1960) and from Edward Taylor's Minor Poetry (ed. Davis and Davis, 1981)
“A Valediction to all the World preparatory for Death” (1720), From the Preparatory
Meditations:
Prologue, Series 1.1-1.8, Series II 1, 11.26, 11. 43 I1.50, I1.60B, 11.115

Gods Determinations touching his Elect

From Minor Poetry: "Upon a Spider Catching a Fly," "Huswifery," “Upon a Wasp
Child with Cold,” “Upon the Sweeping Flood,” "Upon Wedlock, & Death of
Children," "The Ebb & Flow," "Dove Letter" and "Dove Poem" (1674), "Were
but my Muse an Huswife Good," "Funerall Poem upon the Death of my ever
Endeared, & tender Wife," "A Valediction to all the World preparatory for Death"
(Version 1), "A Fig for thee Oh! Death" (Version 2)

Tyler, Royall ( 1757 1826) The Contrast (1787)
and Moral (1773) and The Poems of Phillis Wheatley (ed. Mason, rev. ed 1989).
Prefatorial materials from the first edition

"To Maecenas," "On Virtue," "To the University of Cambridge, in New-England”

"On Being Brought from Africa to America," "On the Death of the Rev. Mr. George

Whitefield. 1770," "Thoughts on the Works of Providence,” "To a Clergyman on the

Death of His Lady," "On Recollection," "On Imagination"

"A Funeral Poem on the Death of C.E. an Infant of Twelve Months," "To the Right

Honourbale William, Ear] of Dartmouth," "On the Death of J.C. an Infant,"

"To S.M. a Young African Painter, on Seeing His Works," "America,"

"To the King's Most Excellent Majesty," "To His Excellency George Washington"

“Liberty and Peace"

Letters (Mason edition) to Tanner, Occom, and Thornton

Winthrop, John (1587-1649). "Model of Christian Charity,” Journal (History of New
England Richard S. Dunn and Laetitia Yeandle ppbk. Edition)

Woolman, John (1720-1772). Journal, "Some Consideration on Keeping of Negroes"

Critical Texts:

Bercovitch, Sacvan The American Jeremiad (1978)



Brooks, Joanna. American Lazarus: Religion and the Rise of African-American and
Native American Literatures
Coiaourclo ‘Michael Godly Letters (2006)
Davidson, Cathy N. Revolution and the Word: The Rise of the Novel in America
Elllot Emory Revolutionary Writers: Literature and Authority in the New Republic,
1725-1810 (1982)
Fliegelman, Jay Prodigals and Pilgrims: The American Revolution Against Patriarchal
Authority (1982)
Eranklin, Wayne Discoverers, Explorers, Settlers: The Diligent Writers of Early America
(1989)
Kolodny, Annette The Lay of the Land: Metaphor as Experience and History in
~ American Life and Letters (1975)
- Perty The New England Mind: From Colony to Province (1953)
Schweltzer Ivy The Work of Self-Representation in Lyric Poetry in Colonial New
England (1991)




