
Early American Literature Webster

Cabeza de Vaca (1490-1560)  Relation of Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca
Morton, Thomas (1579-1647)   The New England Canaan
Cotton, John (1584-1652) Mister Cotton’s Rejoynder
Hooker, Thomas (1586-1647) The Application of Redemption (selections from Perry 

Miller)
Winthrop, John (1588-1649) “Model of Christian Charity,” Journal
Bradford, William (1590-1657)  Of Plymouth Plantation
Shepard, Thomas (1604-1649)    Autobiography
Bradstreet, Anne (1612-1672)  "Epistle to the Reader. by John Woodbridge," Introductory 

verses by Nathaniel Ward, John Rogers, and John 
Woodbridge, "The Prologue," "In Honour of Du Bartas," 
"In Honour of Queen Elizabeth," "Contemplations,"
"The Flesh and the Spirit," "The Author to her Book,"
"Before the Birth of One of Her Children," "A Letter to 
Her Husband Absent upon Public Employment," 
"In Reference to her Children," "In Memory of Anne 
Bradstreet," "To My Dear Children," "My Dear Children,"
"Upon the Burning of Our House," “As Weary Pilgrim”

Rowlandson, Mary White (1635-1678)    Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration
Taylor, Edward (1642-1729)  From Preparatory Meditations: Prologue, Series I.1-I.8, 

Series II.1, II.26, II.43, II.50, II.60B, II.115, Gods 
Determinations touching his Elect

Mather, Cotton (1663-1728)  Magnalia Christi Americana: Part II (Governors), Part V 
(Synods- first three parts),Part VII (Wars of the Lord)

Edwards, Jonathan (1703-1758) “God Glorified in Man’s Dependence,” “Divine and 
Supernatural Light,” “A Faithful Narrative of the 
Surprising Conversions,” “Personal Narrative,” “Sinners 
in the Hands of an Angry God,” The Nature of True Virtue

Franklin, Benjamin (1706-1790)   Autobiography
Ashbridge, Elizabeth (1713-1755)  Some Account of the Early Part of the Life
Woolman, John (1729-1772) Journal
Adams, John and Abigail Adams (1735-1826, 1744-1818)  Selections from The Letters of Abigail and 

John
St. John Crevecoeur (1735-1813) Letters from an American Farmer
Paine, Thomas (1737-1809)   “Common Sense,” The Age of Reason (Part I)
Jefferson, Thomas (1743-1826) Declaration of Independence, Notes on the State of 

Virginia
Brackenridge, Hugh Henry (1748-1816)  Modern Chivalry

  Murray, Judith Sargent (1751-1820) “Desultory Thoughts,” “On the Equality of the Sexes,” 
“Observations on Female Abilities,” “Sketch of the 
Present Situation of America, 1794,” The Traveller 
Returned, “The Story of Margeretta”

  Freneau, Philip (1752-1832) "The Power of Fancy," "A Political Litany," (HA) "To Sir 
Toby," (HA) "The Hurricane," "The Wild Honey Suckle," 
"To an Author," "On the Universality and Other Attributes 
of the God of Nature," "On Observing a Large Red-streak 
Apple," (HA) "The Indian Burying Ground," "The Indian 



Student," "On the Causes of Political Degeneracy," (HA)
"On Mr. Paine's Rights of Man," "The Rising Glory of 
America," (with Brackenridge) "The Deserted 
Farmhouse," "To a Caty-Did," "The House of Night,"
"The Vanity of Existence"

  Wheatley, Phillis (1753-1784)  Selections from Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and 
Moral (1773) and The Poems of Phillis Wheatley (ed. 
Mason, rev. ed. 1989). Prefatorial materials from the first 
edition, "To Maecenas," "On Virtue," "To the University 
of Cambridge, in New-England," "On Being Brought from 
Africa to America," "On the Death of the Rev. Mr. George 
Whitefield. 1770," "Thoughts on the Works of 
Providence," "To a Clergyman on the Death of His Lady,"
"On Recollection," "On Imagination," "A Funeral Poem 
on the Death of C.E. an Infant of Twelve Months,"
"To the Right Honourbale William, Earl of Dartmouth,"
"On the Death of J.C. an Infant," "To S.M. a Young 
African Painter, on Seeing His Works," "America,"
"To the King's Most Excellent Majesty," "To His 
Excellency George Washington," "Liberty and Peace,"
Letters (Mason edition) to Tanner, Occom, and Thornton

  Tyler, Royall (1757-1826) The Algernine Captive
  Foster, Hannah (1758-1840) The Coquette, The Boarding School
  Rowson, Susanna (1762-1824)    Charlotte Temple
  Brown, William Hill (1765-1793)   The Power of Sympathy
  Brown, Charles Brockden (1771-1810)  Alcuin, Wieland
  
  Miscellaneous Multiple Author Items:

  Contested Boundaries, National Visions: Writings on “Race,” Identity, and “Nation” from Heath   
Anthology.  Jupiter Hammon, Samson Occom, Briton Hammon, Prince Hall, Olaudah Equiano

Indian Captivity Narratives, Selections taken from Penguin anthology, ed. Kathryn Zabelle Derounian-
Stodola. Elizabeth Hanson, “Panther Captivity,” Jemima Howe, Mary Kinnan

Critical Texts:

Miller, Perry The New England Mind: From Colony to Province (1953)
Morgan, Edmund S. Visible Saints (1963)
Slotkin, Richard Regeneration Through Violence (1973)
Bercovitch, Sacvan The American Jeremiad (1978)
Davidson, Cathy Revolution and the Word (1986)
Warner, Michael The Letters of the Republic (1990)
Bercovitch, Sacvan (Ed.) The Cambridge History of American Literature, Volume 1 1590-1820 

(1994)
Samuels, Shirley Romances of the Republic (1996)
Carruth, Mary C. (Ed.) Feminist Interventions in Early American Studies (2006)
Colacurcio, Michael Godly Letters (2006)


